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Welcome from National Chief Perry Bellegarde 
 
Dear Young Leaders, 
 
On behalf of the Assembly of First Nations (AFN), I am 
pleased to welcome you to Raised Voices: Carriers of Hope 
Youth Education Forum. 
 
With this gathering, you have a unique opportunity, as young 
people, to come together and talk about your experiences in 
education. You will then get the chance to educate policy-
makers on how their decisions affect you in your daily lives. 

This is the time for you to share who you are, where you come from, and your vision of 
how you would like to positively impact education in your schools. 
 
I always say young First Nations men and women are the fastest growing segment 
of Canada's population. For this reason, we are counting on your perspectives to help 
shape solutions in First Nations education. You are aware of the day-to-day barriers and 
challenges faced by young First Nations people in the education system; now is the 
time to share this amongst your brothers and sisters to unify and strengthen your 
voices. 
 
We need to revitalize our First Nations languages, teachings, and our cultural ways of 
being. Every young First Nations person has the inherent and treaty right to know where 
they come from in order to forge a path forward rooted in positive self-identity.  Each 
and every one of you deserves to have a safe, welcoming, and culturally-based learning 
environment. When we promote strong self-esteem, this stimulates learning, creativity, 
and successful learning outcomes.  
 
It is our time to ensure that First Nations control of First Nations education becomes a 
reality. As you embark on the next few days, know that your voices will be heard and 
carried forward by the adults who are listening. I wish you a successful gathering and 
look forward to hearing the Youth Calls to Action on First Nations Education. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Perry Bellegarde 
National Chief 
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Our Logo 
Designed by Jayleen Cardinal, originally from Saddle 
Lake Cree Nation in Treaty Six territory, the Raised 
Voices: Carriers of Hope logo tells the story of the 
resistance and resilience of our past, present and our 
shared future.  
 
The Eagle feather, in many Nations, is the most sacred 
and honoured gift to be shared and offered to 
someone. We learn about respect from the Eagle 
feather and it represents the respect held for the young 
people who will create Calls to Action on First Nations 
Education, and those adult allies who will bear witness and raise the voices of the youth.  They 
are Carriers of Hope, and the Eagle feather honours the courage, commitment and strength that 
they will require throughout the process.   
 
The Four Circles at the top of the logo represent the four sacred medicines of many First 
Nations: the sage, sweetgrass, tobacco and cedar.  The solid colour acknowledges our unity 
within the different teachings and world views amongst First Nations, encouraging the reader to 
identify with the sacred medicines of their Peoples.   
 
The Four Carriers of Hope at the bottom of the logo remind us of the teachings around the four 
stages of life, seasons, times of day, the elements, and directions.  They are a reminder of the 
four aspects of life required for us have balance in our time together: to honour our minds, 
bodies, hearts, and spirits throughout.    
 
The Black Braids worn by the Carriers of Hope represent the wisdom and strengths carried from 
our Elders and Ancestors forward to our next generations.  Our process is only as strong as the 
connection to our past, and to Creator, Land, Water and Animals for which we are the 
caretakers.   
 
The Red Shirts worn by the Carriers of Hope honour our women who have been lost, or are still 
missing, though never forgotten.  
 
The Raised Fists of the Carriers of Hope reflect the importance of resistance: regardless of 
systemic challenges facing young people in the pursuit of their education, either traditional or 
colonial, they can and will prevail.  The fists are raised as a reminder of the resilience of First 
Nations young people and their Nations.  The fists are raised to honour the successes already 
experienced and those yet to come.  Lastly, the fists are raised in honour of everyone in our 
Circle, working collectively together to create lasting change.  
 
Jayleen and her partner, Dakota Ward, are the principals of W.C. Creatives Modern Native Jewellery, Fashion, 

Arts based in Kingston, ON.  To learn more, you find their online shop on Facebook. 
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2019 Carriers 
of Hope 

Joseph Natrall  
 
Joseph is 16 years old and a 
member of the Squamish 
Nation/Selkirk Nation and 
Okanagan Nation. He currently 
lives in North Vancouver, 

British Columbia. Having a passion for 
photography, Joseph wants to travel the world 
taking unique photos that inspire him.  Having 
interests in hair and make-up, he also has 
passions for music as he plays the bass guitar. 
Identifying as two spirit is something that is 
special and important which allows Joseph to 
express himself in a confident and comfortable 
manner.  His own lived experiences in public, 
private, and alternative schools, is why First 
Nations education is important to Joseph. 
 

Arianna Rachel  
 
Arianna is 16 years old and lives in 
Dawson City, Yukon, which is the 
traditional territory of Tr'ondëk 
Hwëch'in. As a grade 11 student, 
Arianna is interested in a nursing 

career, yet also has a passion for welding, 
beading, and travelling.  Growing up on her 
traditional territory, mentored by her elders, 
and working at the Dänojà Zho Cultural Centre 
has helped Arianna better understand her 
culture and realize the importance of First 
Nations education.   

 
Dylan Jim  
 
Dylan is an 18 year old grade 
12 student and currently lives 
in Victoria, British Columbia. 
Dylan’s mother is Nuu-chah-
nulth from Hesquiaht First 
Nation, and his father is from 

the Champagne and Aishihik First Nations, in the 
Yukon, where he used to live.  His future plans 
include being an electrician or a youth 
counsellor. Dylan connects with his culture 
through traditional dance and singing. Dylan 
believes in looking after our land which is 
reinforced from teachings from family and 
community.  As an avid sports enthusiast, Dylan 
plays football, basketball, and soccer, and is a 
soccer coach.  Dylan connects with his culture 
through singing, dancing, and he is also learning 
his language with guidance from his elders. 
 

Harmony McArthur  
 
Harmony is 13 years old and 
currently attending school in 
Cochrane, Alberta.  Her 
traditional name, Umba-oh-

wechakapay dutawe, means Red Morning Star 
Woman.  She is Nakota-Anishinabe from 
Keeseekoose First Nation in Treaty 4 territory in 
Saskatchewan. Her education experience is 
unique in that she has studied in First Nations, 
Catholic, and Public schools. She identifies 
herself as an ambitious, proud Nakota-
Anishinabe girl who wants to motivate and 
inspire her generation to be resilient and strong. 
Having been asked to speak at a large gathering, 
The Innovators Gala, Harmony spoke about what 
she is passionate about - residential schools. She 
wants to continue to educate others about the 
experiences of those who attended. Harmony’s 
culture is important to her and one of the ways 
she expresses this is by Jingle Dress dancing. 
Harmony also enjoys and excels at various sports 
in school, especially volleyball.    
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Cody Orlias  
 
Cody is 17 years old and resides in 
his community of Colville Lake, 
Northwest Territories, 50 
kilometres north of the Arctic 
Circle.  He is a member of Behdzi 

Ahda First Nation.  Speaking both Dene Ke’h and 
English, Cody is passionate about First Nations 
education, particularly for students in the North 
and remote communities. He is concerned 
about the lack of educational resources and how 
it has affected him and other students. With 
only one high school teacher, it makes it difficult 
for Cody and his fellow classmates.  Cody wants 
to see changes for himself and other fellow 
students in his community. 
 

 
Ernestine Mousseau  
 
Ernestine is an 18 year old 
from Misipawistik Cree Nation 
in northern Manitoba, though 
she was raised in Sandy Bay 
First Nation by her 

grandparents. Now in her first year of university, 
she aspires to be an early years teacher. She 
wants to take her knowledge as a teacher and 
make young students’ lives better.  Ernestine’s 
grandparents were both teachers and taught her 
most of the things she knows about her culture, 
inspiring her to become a teacher and help the 
future of Indigenous students. 
 

Hailey Stone  
 
Hailey is 15 years old and from 
Mosquito Grizzly Bear's Head 
First Nation, now living in 
North Battleford, 
Saskatchewan. As a grade 10 
student, Hailey has passions 

for soccer and plans to pursue soccer to a higher 
level. With a professional sports career in the 
making, Hailey also has interests in becoming a 
lawyer later in life after her retirement from her 
professional soccer career. 

 
Jacinda Houle  
 
As a 15 year old living in 
Portage la Prairie, Manitoba, 
Jacinda is attending Portage 
Collegiate Institute and 

completing grade 10.  From Dakota Plains First 
Nation, Jacinda is proud of her culture.  She 
dances in pow wows, does beading and is 
learning the language of her elders and family. 
Believing it is important to be strong and to be 
proud of who you are, Jacinda aspires to 
become a teacher or social worker to help her 
fellow First Nations people. 
 

Nikeda Sark  
 
Nikeda is a 16 year old from 
Lennox Island First Nation on 
Prince Edward Island. 
Attending high school and in 
grade 11, Nikeda wants to 

attend university to study nursing. Education is 
something that Nikeda believes is very 
important for her future and the future of her 
fellow classmates on Lennox Island.  Her 
Mi'kmaq culture means a lot her, as she feels it’s 
who she is, and who she wants her children to 
be as well. 
 
 

Patience Sylliboy  
 
Patience is 16 years old and from 
Millbrook First Nation in Nova 
Scotia. She is currently in grade 
11.  Patience loves helping kids, 
so a career in social work is 

something she is working towards. Pow wow 
dancing is also very important to her and 
teaching kids about their culture is something 
that Patience strives for. Drum making, beading, 
quill work and spending time with elders are 
some of the many ways Patience connects with 
her culture.  She believes it is an honour and 
privilege and looks for ways to pay this forward. 
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Lahela Reid   
 
Lahela is 14 years old and 
Southern Tutchone/Tlingit 
from Haines Junction, Yukon, 
and a citizen of the 
Champagne and Aishihik First 
Nations. She is also Heiltsuk 

from the coastal island of Bella Bella, BC. She is 
from the Wolf Clan, but also carries the Crest of 
Eagle and Killer Whale. Her traditional name is 
Kambalshech’ia.  She loves singing and dancing 
with her community’s dance group, the 
Dakwakada Dancers.  With this group, she has 
travelled to Fairbanks Alaska, Dawson City, 
Yukon, and Honolulu, Hawaii to share their 
songs and stories. Lahela wants to be a doctor, 
so plans on being in school for a long time. She 
believes the education system needs to 
understand and recognize how First Nation 
children learn to become successful. She says, 
“We need to be connected to the land and the 
world around us, our stories and our language.” 
 

Branden Yee  
 
Branden is 14 years old and 
was born and raised in Regina, 
Saskatchewan.  He is a proud 
member of the Cowessess 

First Nation in Saskatchewan. He enjoys learning 
about anything that deals with science, 
particularly astrology and how our solar system 
is always expanding. He was born with a rare 
vascular disorder called Klippel Trenaunay 
Syndrome (KTS), which affects his right leg and 
can affect his mobility.   Branden doesn’t see it 
as a handicap and likes to bring awareness to his 
condition to help educate and empower others 
that live with the same condition.  His father 
takes him to pow wows and other cultural 
ceremonies that help him learn his Indigenous 
cultural heritages. This is important to him, as it 
honors our ancestors.   He continues to learn 
about his Indigenous culture and values this 
opportunity to attend this conference.  
 

Jaden Yee-Pelletier  
 
Jaden is 17 years old and was 
born and raised in Regina, 
Saskatchewan.  He is a proud 
member of the Cowessess 
First Nation in Saskatchewan. 
He was diagnosed early in life 

with ADHD and worked very hard in his life to 
not let it affect his schooling. Jaden is currently 
in grade 12 and now preparing to apply for 
university at the First Nations University of 
Canada for next September.  He wants to study 
film, with aspirations to move to Vancouver to 
pursue film animation. He believes in learning 
more about his culture because it defines who 
he is.  His mother is from Cowessess and his 
father is from Wood Mountain First Nation. He 
has a mixture of Cree, Lakota and Chinese in his 
heritage. He believes we have to know our roots 
and the culture because it honors our ancestors, 
what they fought for, and to ensure our 
Indigenous rights, culture and values are passed 
onto the next generation.   
 

Jaron McDougall  
 
Jaron is 16 years old from St. 
Theresa Point First Nation in 
northern Manitoba, 610 
kilometers northeast of 
Winnipeg. Jaron’s community 
is accessible by plane and boat 

in the summer and by winter road in the winter.  
Jaron works hard and does well in school, 
participating in a lot of sports, and helping 
organize school tournaments. He loves the 
outdoors, especially going camping with his 
grandparents. Jaron works in the summer in the 
community.  He would like to continue his 
schooling to become an accountant, and one 
day become the Chief of St. Theresa Point First 
Nation. 
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Kailey Sager  
 
Kailey is an 18 year old grade 
12 student born and raised in 
Kenhteke (Tyendinaga 
Mohawk Territory) in 
Ontario.  She is Turtle Clan.  
Kailey has been privileged to 
meet and know many people 

in different types of educational environments, 
as she herself has experienced education in the 
federal, public, and alternative systems.  Kailey 
has great insight and believes First Nations 
education is very important.  In 2017, with 45 
other Indigenous youth, she sailed across the 
Atlantic as part of Msit No’Kmaq: All My 
Relations, which has helped Kailey better 
understand her own culture and learn about the 
Red Road.   
 
 Tehatsistahawi  
 

Tehatsistahawi is 17 years 
old and in grade 12.  He is 
Anishnaabe and 
Onyota’aka, from 
Beausoleil First Nation and 
Oneida Nation of the 
Thames, who now resides 

in London Ontario.  He has experienced a 
diverse array of opportunities that have driven 
him to become the leader he is today.  Facing 
struggles within the education system 
throughout his life gave him the realization of 
the crucial need to strengthen his voice and be 
the change his people need. He believes that by 
creating an accommodating learning 
environment for our youth to meet their full 
potential ensures the betterment of all our 
people.  Tehatsistahawi was the first-ever First 
Nation student to sit on the Thames Valley 
District School Board as a Student Trustee, 
ending his term in 2018.  

 
Denée Ryle  
 
Denée is 18 years old and 
from York Factory First Nation 
in northern Manitoba, and the 
oldest of four siblings. In her 

school she took French, as no First Nations 
languages were offered.  It was her younger 
siblings that inspired Denée to become an 
elementary school teacher in the future. Often 
being the only First Nations student in her 
school helped Denée to realize the importance 
of education for herself and future generations.  
Allowing everyone to develop a better 
connection with their culture is also extremely 
important to Denée, as this was something that 
was not accessible to her when she was 
younger. 
 

Kyle Simon  
 
Kyle is 18 years old and a 
grade 12 student who lives in 
Annapolis Valley First Nation, 

Nova Scotia. Graduating this year, he plans to 
study culinary management this September at a 
local college. Kyle wants to share his ideas about 
local solutions to issues affecting First Nations 
education.   Proud of his Mi’kmaq heritage, he is 
also working on a project to bring his language 
back to his Nation. 
 

Macy Metallic  
 
Macy is 18 years old from 
Listuguj Mi'gmaq First Nation, 
Quebec. She is currently 
enrolled in her first year of 
college at Algonquin College, in 

the Office Administration General program. 
Although still unsure as to exactly what she 
wants to do when she gets older, she knows her 
long-term career goal would be to work within 
an Indigenous organization in the administrative 
area.  During her free time she enjoys watching 
films, crafting, and exploring the city of Ottawa 
with her friends.  
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Helena Lynn Francis  
 

Helena is 15 years old and 
attending grade 10 in St. 
Mary’s First Nation in New 
Brunswick. Helena wants to be 
a photo journalist in the 
future. She feels that there is 
a spark is dying, which fuels 
her passion - writing about her 

First Nations culture and heritage. Two years 
ago, she represented New Brunswick in Imagine 
a Canada 2017 and met the Governor General 
of Canada, after having been selected based on 
an essay she wrote about reconciliation. Helena 
believes youth are the future when it comes to 
education and play an important role teaching 
the younger generation about how life works. 
 

Memphis Friesen  
 
Memphis is a 15 year old 
grade 9 student from 
Whitehorse, Yukon.  He is an 
avid hockey player, having 
participated in the Arctic 
Winter Games. He likes to 

practice guitar or play on his computer, gaming 
with friends.  Spending time with his grandfather 
hunting helps Memphis stay connected to his 
culture and to learn about the land. He has 
successfully harvested both bison and caribou. 
Memphis wanted to attend this gathering 
because he had a lot of ideas based on his 
experiences and challenges with education but 
has never had a platform to express them. 
 

Mindy Moulton  
 
Mindy is 17 years old and a 
strong and proud Maliseet 
woman from Tobique First 
Nation in New Brunswick.  Her 
People are also known as 

Wolastoqiyik, which translates to “People of the 
Beautiful, Bountiful River.” Growing up both in 
her Nation and in a city has given her a broader 
perspective on Indigenous issues locally and 

nationally.  Mindy’s culture makes her who she 
is as a person, giving her strength and a sense of 
belonging. It is the reason why she has always 
stood up for what she believes is right.  She is in 
her last year of high school and she plans to 
travel, then attend the University of New 
Brunswick. 
 

Shenise Vittrekwa  
 
Shenise is 16 years old and a 
member of the Tetlit Zheh 
Gwich’in from Fort 
McPherson, Northwest 
Territories. Shenise has 
spent a large part of her life 

as a role model, having become an aunt when 
she was quite young, and so has forever had 
children’s eyes watching how she lived her life.  
She is in the Northern Distance Learning 
Program and now in grade 11, was elected 
Student Council Co-President. Shenise tries to be 
the kind of role model she and others would 
have needed when they were young, and has 
been a coach of a children’s volleyball team.  
After high school, Shenise plans to attend the 
University of Alberta to study Social Studies, 
English and Native Studies with the goal of 
becoming a high school teacher.  Sherise sings in 
local talent shows and continues to learn more 
to become better connected with her language 
and culture. 
 

Chase Yakeleya  
 
Chase is 17 years old and from 
Deh Gáh Got’îê First Nation, 
currently living in Yellowknife, 
Northwest Territories.  He is in 
grade 12 with future 

aspirations in civil engineering. Going on the 
land with his family in and around Tulita helps 
Chase feel a stronger connection to his heritage 
and culture. Since he was 13, Chase has taken 
part in the Canol Trail Youth Leadership Hike, (a 
60 kilometre journey!!) and is one of the young 
people profiled in the newly released 
documentary, In the Footsteps of our Ancestors.  
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Chase’s activity isn’t limited to hiking; he has 
also been an avid basketball ball player since he 
was young.   
 

Regan Ferris  
 
Regan is a 16 year old artist 
from Constance Lake First 
Nation, Ontario.  Her future 
aspirations include an 

education she can use to help and support First 
Nations youth as they pursue their personal 
education goals. Her own experience, moving to 
Thunder Bay from her Nation, and hearing from 
others who have travelled south to attend 
school, all make her commitment that much 
stronger.  She has overcome challenges in her 
education by working hard and by being 
involved in her school’s Indigenous Student 
Council, working on events through the school 
board to address reconciliation.  This has 
allowed her to excel. 
 

 
Evan Louis  
 
Evan is a 17 year old from the 
Samson Cree Nation 
(Maskwacis) in Alberta.  Evan 
is in grade 11 and is 

interested in trades. He is a self-taught musician 
and finds that music provides healing for himself 
and is a tool to help maintain a positive path in 
his education.  By calming him down, music 
requires great focus, so he is not distracted by 
other things.  Evan believes education can open 
up opportunities for himself and others.  He 
believes that when youth learn about their 
culture while learning western knowledge, it can 
help you in a modern society.  Evan wants to 
make a change for the better as a future leader.   
 
 

Sean Hayman  
 
Sean is a 14 year old student 
in grade 9. Sean is member of 
Qalipu Mi'kmaq First Nation 
and lives in Grand-Falls 

Windsor, Newfoundland.  In his community, he 
demonstrated what a strong ally looks like and 
helped create a rainbow crosswalk there in 
support of the LGBT2 community.  He has been 
able to reflect on how, when he’s not able to 
meet his goals, he can identify where he made 
mistakes and review his notes, so he can learn 
from them.  When he is finished school, Sean 
would like to explore game design. Among other 
things, Sean also enjoys curling and music. 
 

Lacey Silverquill  
 
Lacey, who is 14 years old and 
from Clearwater River First 
Nation in Saskatchewan, feels 
that education matters 

because it makes a difference in the world. 
Lacey lived in Saskatoon, but now she lives in 
her Nation during the week to attend school and 
then commutes to a small town on the 
weekends to be with her family.  She likes 
learning new things, especially related to her 
culture.  She feels very lucky to have had her 
mom encourage her to attend school in her 
Nation as she is learning much more about her 
language, culture and ceremonies.   

 
Ernestine Beardy  
 
Ernestine, who just turned 18 
years old, is a mom to a two and 
a half year old little boy.  She is 
a member of North Caribou 
Lake First Nation in northern 

Ontario, where she currently lives. She believes 
that she is currently on her journey to find 
herself and to better herself, and in doing so, 
has become a role model.  She tried to attend 
high school outside of her Nation, but has come 
home to be with her son.  She keeps pushing 
herself to become a better person every day, 



 11 

trying to change her life.  She works at the local 
arena with youth, and goes to the local high 
school, as she says,  “with my baby on my hip.” 
She is currently in grade 10 and wants to work 
with youth in the future as a profession. She 
calls herself an outgoing person who believes 
the introduction to her culture, a year ago, was 
very special. 
 
Joanna Quequish (Joey Que)   
 

Joey is a grade 10 student 
from North Caribou Lake First 
Nation in northern Ontario.  
She is an active Junior Ranger, 
enjoys working with youth in 
her community and works 
hard to be a role model to her 
niece and nephew.  After high 

school, Joanna wants to study to become a 
pastry chef or a paramedic.  She enjoys learning 
about her culture in high school and receiving 
teachings from her father; Joanna believes this 
knowledge should continually be passed down 
to future generations. 
 

Pierre Debassige  
 
Pierre is an 18 year old from 
M'Chigeeng First Nation on 
Manitoulin Island in Ontario. 
He is the M’Chigeeng Youth 
Warrior, a member of the 

Anishinabek Nation Youth Council and was Chief 
of his high school Council.  He has organized 
student walk-outs and peaceful protests against 
racism at his school and continues to work on 
creating solutions to these challenges.  He wants 
to become a better role model and leader to his 
peers by gaining and passing on knowledge he 
continues to learn.  Pierre is passionate about 
his culture and believes raising up First Nations 
youth can provide solutions to the challenges 
they face.  Pierre is also a traditional dancer 
honouring the Spirit of the Bear. 
 
 

Chante Speidel  
 
Chante is 16 years old from 
Sapotaweyak Cree Nation in 
Manitoba, and Standing Rock 
Sioux Nation in South Dakota.  

She currently lives in Whitecap Dakota First 
Nation in Saskatchewan.  Her Lakota name is 
Good Red Road of Life Woman.  Chante 
appreciates that she walks in two different 
worlds; one as a student and the other as a 
woman in cultural practices.  Chante tries to 
introduce her culture into every assignment she 
completes at school.  Education and practicing 
her Lakota and Cree culture are very important 
to Chante. She walks the Red Road of life every 
day, aspiring to become an educated and 
culturally involved Indigenous woman. Her 
dream is to study law.   
 
 

Sophia Sampson  
 
Sophia is 17 years old and 
a grade 12 student from 
Snaw-naw-as First Nation 
in British Columbia.  She 

enjoys canoe pulling, artand other cultural 
activities.  Connection to her culture is first in 
her life for Sophia.  She has learned the 
importance of respecting, listening and 
honouring her elders and one day, Sophia hopes 
to share the teachings she receives. Sophia 
wants to use her voice in a powerful and good 
way where all youth build off each other to 
overcome their challenges in the education 
system.  She plans to attend university to study  
community planning.   
 

Edith Alexis  
 
Edith is a proud 15 year 
old First Nations woman 
from Alesix Nakota Sioux 
Nation in Alberta, where 
she lives.  She knows that 
if she continues to 
overcome challenges, and 
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she is supported, she can do anything.  Edith 
spent time growing up in Edmonton where she 
learned valuable lessons about her schooling. 
She knows she is not the loudest or most 
outspoken, but when she speaks, it matters and 
it is heard.  She enjoys dancing and trying to 
learn new languages.  Edith is currently trying to 
bring a good name and pride to her people and 
community. 
 

Marie-Livia Boivin  
 
Marie-Livia is a 16 year old 
grade 10 student from 
Opitciwan First Nation in 
Quebec, who works at the 
local store in her Nation.  

Every time she goes into the woods with her 
family, she learns a lot about her culture.  Like 
many students, she has struggled in school, but 
her mother has been there for her, sharing her 
experiences and helping Marie-Livia to stay 
motivated.  Marie-Livia believes strong parent / 

child relationships benefit First Nations youth in 
their education success.  She plans to be an 
advocate or social counsellor.  
 

Chloe Awashish  
 
Chloe is 16 years old and a 
grade 10 student from 
Opitciwan First Nation in 
Quebec. Though she has 
not had an experience 

attending this kind of gathering before, she feels 
that her personal experiences with her culture 
will be very important.  Chloe is a sun dancer 
(ceremonial sun dance) and she has been to a 
lot of pow-wows. One way Chloe helped herself 
get more focused on her school work was 
focusing on her culture.  She took part in a two-
week snow-shoe trip into the bush and feels that 
the lessons from that experience help her stay 
motivated to stay in school.  Chloe hopes to be a 
lawyer when she is finished school. 
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Raised Voices: Carriers of Hope 
 

A Message to Participants: 
 

Welcome! We are SO glad you are here! You are part of a group that was selected from across 
the country to unite in learning, healing, and knowledge sharing – to tackle the day-to-day issues 

in education and to drive individual and local First Nations solutions 
 

Most often when First Nations ‘youth’ are engaged in leadership roles, either as members of 
national or regional advisory groups or councils, or in community-based work, the age of those 

young leaders are in the mid to late twenties.  Insight and input from all young people are 
valuable and important.  That’s why Raised Voices: Carriers of Hope aims to empower you, a 
group of youth aged 13-18 years old, to share your perspectives, goals and dreams as we all 

chart a path forward. 
 

This gathering will provide you the opportunity to make informed recommendations to First 
Nations leaders in education, government policy officials, and decision-makers.  Through a 

consensus-based approach to decision-making, you will identify the most pressing or critical 
education-related strengths and challenges facing First Nations students in Canada, along with 

your recommendations for change. 
 

Between Friday and Sunday, with the assistance of trained facilitators, and after having the 
chance to fully exchange your ideas in a safe space, you will have the opportunity on Monday to 

share your perspectives with policy and decision-makers. You will be at the centre of the 
conversation and the policy and decision-makers will be there to listen and learn from you. 

 
.  
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Raised Voices:    
Carriers of Hope 

 
 
 

Taking place on the traditional, unceded territories of the Algonquin Nation  
Convened by the Assembly of First Nations 

Facilitated by Three Things Consulting and Nova Scotia-Newfoundland Regional Chief’s Office 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, February 1st, 2019  

1:30 PM – 5:00 PM         Arrivals and Snapshot Stations          

6:30 PM – 8:00 PM   Dinner 

8:30 PM – 9:30 PM  Opening Ceremony and Community Building  

Elders Opening of the Circle  

Welcoming: Assembly of First Nations Director of Education, Janice Ciavaglia 

Welcoming: Shannon Monk and Pytor Hodgson  

• The Circle of Hope  

• Our Journey Together  

• Our Shared Agreements  

9:30 PM – 10:30 PM  Calling of the Councils & Council Meeting 

Land Council: Facilitator - Kim Debassige, M'Chigeeng First Nation  
 

Drum Council: Facilitator - Quinn Meawasige, Serpent River First Nation  
 

Medicine Council: Facilitator - Zoey Roy, Peter Ballantyne Cree Nation  

10:30 PM –12:00 AM  Evening Activities: Visiting, Board Games, Music, Sleep  
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Saturday, February 2nd, 2019  

7:30 AM – 8:30 AM  Breakfast  

8:50 AM – 10:30 AM   Circle of Hope  

Elders Opening  

Web of Strength   

Our Past: How the Indian Act and Residential Schools Caused Harm for First 
Nations Education:  Facilitator - Kim Debassige  

10:30 AM –10:45 AM Break  

10:45 AM –12:00 PM  Council Meetings  

Land Council              Drum Council               Medicine Council  

How Does the Past Affect Your Nations? Your Education? Yourself?   

12:00 PM –12:45 PM  Lunch  

12:45 PM – 1:30 PM  Circle of Hope  

Our Present: Resistance and Resilience Through Connection to Language and 
Land:  Facilitator - Quinn Meawasige 

1:30 PM – 2:45 PM   Council Meetings  

Land Council              Drum Council               Medicine Council  

How Does the Present Affect Your Nations? Your Education? Yourself?   

2:45 PM – 3:00 PM  Break  

3:00 PM – 3:45 PM  Circle of Hope  

Our Future: How Do We Chart Our Own Future for First Nations Education?   
Facilitator - Zoey Roy  

3:45 - 5:00 PM –  Council Meetings  

Land Council              Drum Council               Medicine Council  

How Do We Create a Healthy Future for our Nations? Our Education? Ourselves?   

5:00 PM – 8:30 PM  Excursion and Dinner  

9:15 AM – 10:30 PM  CreaNative Spaces  

10:30 PM –12:00 AM  Evening Activities: Visiting, Board Games, Music, Sleep  
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Sunday, February 3rd, 2019  

7:30 AM – 8:30 AM  Breakfast  

8:50 AM – 9:30 AM  Circle of Hope  

Elders Opening  

Community Building  

9:30 AM – 9:50 AM  Council Meetings   

Recapping Our Day: How We’ll Share our Story  

9:50 AM - 10:30 AM Council Reporting  

Based on What We Know, What Are Our Ideas?  

10:30 AM –10:45 AM  Circle of Hope  

What Are Calls to Action? What Is Consensus?  

11:00 AM -12:30 PM  Council Meetings  

Creating Calls to Action  

12:30 PM - 1:15 PM  Lunch 

1:15 PM – 1:45 PM  Dotmocracy 101  

Ranking and Feedback on the Collective Draft Calls  

1:45 PM – 2:30 PM   Council Meetings   

What Calls Are Being Brought Forward by Our Council? 

Who Are Our Three Council Speakers? 

2:30 PM – 4:00 PM   Supported Consensus Circle  

Three Council Speakers from Each Council Agree on Final Calls to Action  

4:00 PM – 4:30 PM   Circle of Hope: Feedback and Guidance from AFN National Youth Council   

4:30 PM – 7:00 PM   Excursion   

7:15 PM – 8:45 PM Traditional Sunday Dinner and Youth Honouring Showcase   

9:00 – 10:30 PM  Presentation Preparation  

10:30 PM – 11:30 PM  Closing of the Councils  

11:30 PM – 12:00 AM  Evening Activities: Visiting, Board Games, Music, Sleep 
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Monday, February 4th 2019  

6:45 AM – 7:30 AM  Breakfast  

7:30 AM – 8:15 AM  Adult Allies Registration   

8:15 AM – 8:45 AM  Opening Ceremony  

Elder Bernard Nelson; Eabametoong First Nation  

Grandmother Kathy Brant; Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory 

8:45 AM – 9:10 AM  Welcoming  

Hosts Brennan Googoo and Aarianna Roberts  

Dr. Paulette Tremblay, CEO, AFN  

Regional Chief Kluane Adamek, YT, AFN 

Regional Chief RoseAnne Archibald, ON, AFN 

Shannon Monk and Pytor Hodgson  

9:15 AM – 10:15 AM   Calls to Action on First Nations Education  

Carriers of Hope Presentation of Calls to Action on First Nations Education  

10:15 AM –10:30 AM  Break  

10:40 AM -11:30 AM  Responses 

Hosts Welcome Adult Ally Engagement and Feedback  

11:30 AM – 1:00 PM   Working Lunch  

Hosts Introduce Words that Matter Wall  

Youth and Adult Carriers of Hope Table Discussions: How to Carry the Voices 
Forward 

1:00 PM – 1:30 PM  Responding Back: Tables Ideas and Commitments  

1:30 PM – 2:45 PM  Closing the Circle of Hope  

Reflections and Sharing of Youth  

Elders Closing of the Circle  
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Raised Voices:  Carriers of Hope 
What Are We Talking About?  

A Project Glossary  
Adult Ally: An ally is a friend and supporter.  Adult allies do not project their ideas, beliefs, 
experiences and expertise on youth. Their role is to be curious about who youth are, what they think 
and why, and support them to express their ideas without judgement. Adult allies see potential, but 
do not demand certain outcomes. During the event, we have invited adults to attend to be witness to 
the process and provide expertise and experience when required, so the relationship between adult 
allies and youth is reciprocal – meaning both benefit and learn and grow from each other.  Many 
adult allies will join you on Monday February 4th, 2019 to listen to you and your Calls to Action on 
First Nations education.  They will then have a chance to respond.   These adult allies will work with 
you to identify how they will carry your voice forward, to ensure your ideas are heard across Turtle 
Island.   
 
Calls to Action: These are your ideas and recommendations as to what governments, systems, First 
Nations and allies can do to strengthen First Nations education. You will be the authors of these by 
the end of the gathering.   

 
Carriers of Hope: The youth participants, each carrying your hope for the future, are part of this 
collective, along with the adult allies who will help carry your voices forward to create lasting change.   

 
Circle of Hope:  When all Carriers of Hope, Elders and facilitators come together, as part of the large 
group gathering, we come into the Circle of Hope. Our collective strength, experience and insights 
allow us to share hope for the future while we explore the past and present. Whenever our large 
group is together, in Circle, we are able to practice the teachings of Respect, Honesty, Wisdom, Love, 
Bravery, Patience and Humility. That is our responsibility as a participant within our Circle.  This allows 
us to see each other, to have contact with each other directly and reminds us, that regardless of our 
role, lived experience or capacity – we are all equal in the Circle.  The Circle promotes understanding, 
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builds trust, helps us solve problems, reminds us that we are not alone, allows us to share in our 
common experiences and ensures respect not just each other, but also ourselves.  We may discuss 
challenging topics that generate painful moments inside a Circle, which is natural.  It is how we 
respond to this, by being together, that is important.  Those moments are lessened as they are not 
attached to feelings of isolation and shame; they are removed.  There are no winners and no losers 
when we sit in Circle; it is simply an opportunity for a greater informed community and strengthened 
understanding of who each of us are and encouragement to bring our ideas into the discussion.   

 
Community Building: Sometimes called ‘ice breakers’ or ‘games,’ this part of the process is much 
more than that.  Community builders create space for people to connect, share and build healthy and 
safe relationships.  They awaken our capacity to play with both our heads and our hearts, and 
energize our ideas, our feelings and our connections with others. They are essential in creating 
communities that are strong, connected and safe.  
 
Consensus Decision Making: Every voice matters.  This model, once used by many First Nations to 
make decisions, requires a group committed to finding solutions that everyone actively supports or at 
least, can live with or accept.  Through discussion and dialogue, this model encourages participants to 
place the good of the whole above their own individual preferences, interests or ideas. Some suggest 
a consensus-based approach removes hierarchy, power and the risk that more quiet voices, either 
naturally or systemically, are not heard.  It provides an opportunity for all to be part of decision 
making.  
 
Councils: Each young person will be called into one of three Councils; Land Council, Drum Council or 
Medicine Council.  These small groups, with youth from different regions, ages and experiences will 
be supported by one facilitator who will guide you through the process while providing support 
throughout the gathering.  When you go to a Council Meeting, it is with your small group.   
 
CreaNative Spaces: Used by Three Things Consulting regularly, this space is created to allow you to 
take previous discussions, learnings and ideas and share them using creative tools, such as art, music, 
poetry, photography or film.  Facilitator led, this space helps ensure all voices and styles of 
communicating can be heard.  

 
First Nation(s): Day to day, people may describe themselves such as Native, Aboriginal or Indigenous 
as the use of language can be very personal.  Throughout this gathering, we will be using First 
Nation(s), yet you can choose to use whatever language you are most comfortable with to describe 
yourself, ideas or experiences.   
 
First Nations Education: This term in our gathering has different meanings: the first, most simply, is 
the successful education of First Nations students, whether on reserve, or off reserve.  It also speaks 
to the process of how education can be designed and delivered with culturally relevant, respectful 
and accurate approaches and the appropriate application of First Nation approaches to education in 
non-First Nations contexts, (for example, students who go to provincial schools).   
 
Lived Experience: Everyone has a different life experience.  Some of us have supportive and safe 
home environments, while others’ families face challenges.  Some have had challenging educational 
experiences, while others have had more positive experiences. Our lived experience gives us 
expertise on the topic being explored, the barriers youth face and the potential solutions.  Everyone’s 
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experiences matter and are valuable and important. Lived experiences help contribute to developing 
a meaningful project that builds on everyone’s insights, generated by the path they have walked.  
 
New Funding and Policy Approach for First Nations Kindergarten to Grade 12 Education: Announced 
on January 21, 2019  by the AFN and Indigenous Services Canada, this commitment ensures base 
funding for elementary and secondary students on-reserve better meets needs determined by First 
Nations.  It will also mean that base funding is comparable at minimum to provincial systems across 
the country, (meaning it should match what students in provincial schools receive), while working 
towards additional funding agreements based on need to better account for factors such as 
remoteness, school size, language, and socio-economic conditions.  This includes elements such as 
providing First Nations schools with $1,500 per student, per year, to support language and culture 
programming; providing new resources which will support full-time kindergarten in every First 
Nations school for children aged four and five; and ensuring special education funding is more 
predictable, with fewer application-based requirements, so that it is easier to access by First Nations.   
 
Responses: On Monday, following the youth presentation of the Calls to Action, key adult allies who 
have been invited previously will provide Responses to the youth, thereby joining the youth in 
becoming Carriers of Hope. 
 
Responding Back: On Monday, the adult allies will have discussions with youth to answer how we can 
move these ideas forward.  This will include commitments made to ensure action and enhancements 
to First Nations education are developed.  Each table of youth and adults will have space to share 
ideas and commitments.  These commitments welcome the adult allies to become Carriers of Hope.   
 
Supported Consensus Circle: As part of a consensus building approach, this will include an inner Circle 
of nine youth, (three youth identified by each of your Councils) to come together in to discuss, debate 
and come to a decision on what your final Calls to Action will include.  The Outer Circle, with 
members of each Council behind their representatives, will have their speakers backs, both literally 
and figuratively.  

 
Trust the Process:  When we gather, it will be with the right people and at the right time.  We have an 
important goal over a short period of time, and we have to trust the way we are moving forward in 
the process. Our process will take the time it needs to incorporate ceremony, community building, 
dialogue, and consensus building.  Sometimes what appears chaotic is, in fact, just part of a necessary 
journey that allows the time for many different people with great gifts to share values, ideas and 
expertise together. Trusting the process requires faith that the upfront investment of time in the 
process of traditional consensus building will lead to the rapid achievement of a common goal at the 
end of the process.  

 
Youth: For the purposes of this gathering, we define youth as those from the ages of 13 to 18 years 
old.  

  


